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The University of Manchester and 
Manchester Histories Festival 2024 unite 
for a groundbreaking opening night at the 
Whitworth. Showcasing four new artist 
commissions. Tom Coult and PhD students 
Atefeh Einali and Renaldo Ramai will present 
work inspired by Manchester’s history 
of broadside ballads, migration and the 
Nobel Prize winners of The University of 
Manchester, performed by musicians from 
the BBC Philharmonic.  

In Gallery 3 lose yourself in an immersive audio-
visual experience celebrating the legacies of 
Manchester computing genius Alan Turing 
and music pioneer Delia Derbyshire. Created 
by Manchester-based “sonic enchantress” 
(BBC Radio 3) electronic musician Caro C 
and visual artist Elisa Artesero, with students 
Sarah Keirle and Nicolas Garcia-Peguinho from 
The University of Manchester, the piece will 
stimulate all the senses, taking you on an 
unforgettable journey of discovery. 

For details about exhibitions, events and 
activities at the Whitworth, please visit:
whitworth.manchester.ac.uk 

Welcome

Latest event details
Please scan the QR code to visit
Manchester Histories website.
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Universally Manchester Festival and      
Manchester Histories Festival 2024 present

The Opening Night Launch Party
5.45pm – 9pm  |  FREE Admission
7.30pm: Live Music Performances
The Grand Hall and Gallery 3, Whitworth Art Gallery, 
Oxford Road, Manchester M15 6ER

Thursday 6 June

Lisa Obert BBC Philharmonic

Caro C

Elisa Artesero

Sarah Keirle

Atefeh Einali

Tom Coult

Renaldo Ramai 
Jessica Schaefer
BBC Philharmonic

Opening Night

Alex Jakeman
BBC Philharmonic

Nicolas
Garcia-Peguinho

Paul Patrick
BBC Philharmonic

Whitworth Art Gallery
The Opening Night Venue

Elliot Gresty
BBC Philharmonic

The aim of history is to expose the diversity 
of people’s experiences to inform the future.

Welcome to the ninth edition of the multi 
award-winning Manchester Histories 
Festival 2024.  

We are thrilled to be back with you all, 
especially as we partner with The University 
of Manchester and Manchester Met, to delve 
into, and celebrate 200 years of learning, 
innovation, and research. 

Greater Manchester is brimming with 
incredible stories, discoveries, and valuable 
lessons, revealing our past's highs and lows.

We invite you to join us to explore, reflect and 
celebrate our diverse histories & heritage and 
to ignite hope, and new possibilities for the 
future. There is something for everyone. 

Let your curiosity lead the way... 

Karen Shannon
CEO (Chief Executive Officer)  
Manchester Histories

Also, from 6 – 9 June, enjoy Universally 
Manchester Festival, full details here: 
universallymanchester.com

https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://universallymanchester.com
https://www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk


Manchester Histories hosts a two-day Open 
Mic extravaganza! A celebration of voices, 
a collective ode to the diverse stories that 
shape our shared identity. 

Manchester Central Library will transform 
into a rich kaleidoscope of narratives and 
performances as people from every corner of 
Greater Manchester come together to share the 
tales, stories and histories that define them.  

‘R Histories has been curated by Manchester 
Histories volunteers. Bring your own lunch to 
eat in the Performance Space. There is also a 
café inside the Library, serving hot and cold 
food, drinks, and snacks. 

Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Histories Festival 2024 presents

‘R Histories Open Mic Extravaganza!
11.45am – 3pm  |  FREE Admission
Manchester Central Library Performance Space
St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD

Manchester Art Gallery

FREE Tours: Local History in the Art 
Gallery and Taking Stock: Store Tour
11.30am – 12.30pm and 2pm – 3pm
Manchester Art Gallery, Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3JL
FREE: Book in advance, only 12 places per tour available
For more details and to book your free place visit:                    
bit.ly/TS-MHF

Two exciting opportunities to see the behind-
the-scenes work of Manchester Art Gallery 
and encounter artworks that have not been 
displayed for decades – or indeed ever! These 
special tours for Manchester Histories Festival 
are ‘Local History in the Art Gallery: What we 
don’t know…’ and ‘Taking Stock: Store Tour’. 

Manchester Central Library
Manchester Histories and Manchester Met, 
including Manchester Poetry Library

It Started with a Seed 
International Storytelling Festival (IS WAS)

6pm – 9pm   |   FREE Admission
Manchester Central Library Performance Space
St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD

It Started with a Seed International Storytelling 
Festival (IS WAS), celebrates the art of 
storytelling in all its forms. This first ever IS WAS 
public festival, marks the 200th Anniversary of 
Manchester Metropolitan University. Witness 
the debut of five innovative projects crafted by 
emerging artists, with additions from students, 
and local communities.

Mila Januszova: A mesmerizing 3-minute 
filmpoem, exploring themes of belonging 
and identity inspired by the Sylvia Pankhurst 
Gender Research and Pankhurst Centre. 

Josef Minta: Join artist, poet, and workshop 
facilitator from Bury in exploring the history of 
Manchester Met in three interlinking poems. 

Anita Ngai: Through poetry and soundscapes, 
Anita tells stories of the first Chinese (or East Asian) 
students of Manchester Met, arriving, leaving, their 
lives here and Manchester's Chinese community. 

Quen Took:  "Here, I Am Whole" is a multi-
disciplinary project amplifying the voices and 
experiences of disabled staff, students, and 
alumni, celebrating the rich history of disability 
activism, politics, and art in Manchester. 

Tolulope Ami Williams:  "Planted Not Buried" 
is an immersive performance installation 
celebrating Manchester's diverse legacy and 
breaking barriers of race, gender, culture, and class. 

FREE, book in advance: bit.ly/ManMetISWAS
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Friday 7 June Friday 7 June

	 11.45 	 Welcome   	 From your MC for today, Lesa Dryburgh 

	 12.00 	 Mike Franks 	 A Short History of Protest	:				  
			   From 1980s Anti-Nuclear Movement Until Today's Climate Crisis 

	 12.15 	 Carol Moores 	 93 Years and Not Out: 					   
			   A VERY Short History of Manchester & Salford Film Society 

	 12.30 	 Gurbir Singh 	 The Day the Cosmonaut Came to Manchester: 			 
			   Yuri Gagarin, 15th July 1961 

	 12.45 	 Mark Simmons  	 Keeping in Touch: 					   
			   Postcards from the Past, a Personal Collection 

	 13.00 	 Charles McDermott 	 Local Poet Shares his own Observations on Life's Rich Tapestry 

	 13.15 	 Claire Robinson 	 Justice for Mr Hardacre! 					   
			   A Scandalous Case from Manchester's Theatre World, 1903 

	 13.30 	 Hannah Williamson 	 Brilliant Bertha! 					   
			   Life and Soul of The Horsfall Museum Ancoats, 1912 - 1947 

	 13.45 	 Will McTaggart 	 The Manchester School of Art on Film 1930: 			 
			   From North West Film Archives 

	 14.00 	 Nadia Sultana 	 Cultural Patterns: The History of the Henna Plant, Culture 		
			   & Traditions of the South Asian Art Sector 

	 14.15 	 Mick McHugh 	 Humourous Lancashire Dialect Poetry 

	 14.30 	 Charlotte Peters Rock 	A Song About All the Small Museums of Manchester

	 14.45 	 Farewell 	 From your MC, Lesa Dryburgh

‘R Histories Day One
(There is a second day on Saturday 8 June 2024 – see page 6 overleaf )

https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/taking-stock-manchester-histories-festival-3315639
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/it-started-with-a-seed-international-storytelling-festival-is-was-tickets-898502243397?aff=oddtdtcreator


Manchester Histories second day             
of the Open Mic extravaganza!

Celebrate the voices of local people, and the 
diverse stories that shape our shared identity. 
Enjoy this rich kaleidoscope of narratives and 
performances as people from every corner of 
Greater Manchester come together to share 
tales, stories, and histories with us.  

‘R Histories has been curated by Manchester 
Histories volunteers. Bring your own lunch to 
eat in the Performance Space. There is also a 
café inside the Library, serving hot and cold 
food, drinks, and snacks. 

Manchester Central Library 

‘R Histories Open Mic Extravaganza!
11.30am – 3pm  |  FREE Admission
Manchester Central Library Performance Space
St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD

Manchester Art Gallery

200 Years of Manchester    
Art Gallery: Family Trail
Drop in between 10am and 4.30pm
FREE Admission
(Pick up a booklet from the Information Desk)
MAG, Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3JL 

What is Manchester Art Gallery? How and 
why did it begin? What are all the objects and 
why do we have them? As part of Manchester 
Histories Festival come and explore our 
exciting collection and make your own mini art 
gallery to take home. Find out more about how 
artists make their creations and make your own 
connections between your favourite artworks 
as you explore the gallery together as a family. 

Manchester Art Gallery

200 Years of MAG Tour
11am and 3.30pm   |  FREE Admission
FREE: Book in advance, only 12 places per 
tour available
For more details and to book your free 
place visit: bit.ly/TS-MHF
MAG, Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3JL

Celebrate 200 years of Manchester Art Gallery 
(MAG) on this historic tour. Join a member of the 
Visitor Engagement Team, who will lead you on 
a gallery tour, uncovering the origins and early 
history of the Royal Manchester Institution.
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Saturday 8 June Saturday 8 June

	 11.30	 Welcome   	 From your MC for today, Erin Beeston  

	 11.45  	Claire Robinson  	 I’ve seen it in ‘Black and White’!                    			 
				   A Story of Manchester’s Victorian Press  

	 12.00 	Ralph Darlington   	 The Manchester and Salford Strike Wave of Summer 1911  

	 12.15  	Bob Barber   	 The Building of The Manchester Velodrome, 			 
				   the History of the National Cycling Centre  

	 12.30  	Pam Armstrong  	 Original Poetry Reading Dedicated to The Great Omi, 		
				   Belle Vue Showground Performer  

	 12.45  	Janette Sykes  	 Bread and Roses – The Remarkable Life of Hannah Mitchell  

	 13.00  	Rory Chan  	 Life in Two Metropolises, A Brief History of Hong Kong		
				   since 1841 & Manchester Connections  

	 13.15  	Colin Sykes  	 The History of BBC Piccadilly Studios in Manchester 		
				   and the Birth of Ena Sharples!  

	 13.30  	Richard Paul Long  	 Poetry of Angel Meadow  

	 13.45  	Lauren Gradwell  	 Greater Manchester's RMS Titanic People, 			 
				   the Lives of 40 Local People  

	 14.00  	Fen Columb-Hallewell  	The History of Football and Theatre as a Combined Force 		
				   for Good - for Community, Rights, and Health!  

	 14.15  	Ronan Stafford  	 The Most Audacious & Incredulous Lie Ever Told - 		
				   Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, 1404  

	 14.30  	Dean Kirby  	 A New Podcast Revealing the Hidden Stories to the 		
				   World's First Modern City  

	 14.45  	Charlotte Peters Rock  	A Song About All the Small Museums of Manchester  

	 15.00  	Farewell  	 From your MC, Erin Beeston 

‘R Histories Day Two
(The first day of this event takes place on Friday 7 June 2024 – see page 4)
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Manchester Met as part of 			 
Manchester Histories Festival present 

Intangible Sounds
School of Digital Arts (SODA) 
Manchester Met, 14 Higher Chatham St, 
Manchester M15 6ED
10am – 10.30pm   |   FREE Admission 

HOME
2 Tony Wilson Place, Manchester M15 4FN
7pm – 10.30pm    |   FREE Admission

Researchers from the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities at Manchester Met present a day of 
public talks and workshops on music and sound 
heritages, and evening music and performance 
event. Exploring how music, sound and sonic 
experiences constantly interweave with time and 
place: creating emotions, evoking memories and 
bonding us into different kinds of community.

Book in advance for daytime workshops and 
sessions: ahead.mmu.ac.uk/intangible-sounds

https://ahead.mmu.ac.uk/intangible-sounds/
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/taking-stock-manchester-histories-festival-3315639


Family Workshops

Sunday 9 June Sunday 9 June
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Whitworth Hall

History and Heritage 
Marketplace
12pm – 4pm

Whitworth Hall, Whitworth Building, 
University of Manchester, Oxford Rd, 
Manchester M13 9PL

In the Outdoor Tent called ‘Bloom’ 
Alan Gilbert Square, Oxford Road, Manchester 
M13 9NR (an open public square)

Eye of Newt present 

Two creative hands-on                     
Historic Crafts Drop-In Sessions
11am – 12.15pm: Rag Rugs
(for children aged 12+ with an adult)

12.45pm – 2pm: Weaving
(for children aged 5+ with an adult) 

A basic introduction to two traditional crafts. 
Gain understanding of the materials and 
processes involved and take away a small 
example of work you have created. 

Many Hands Parade
Original concept & choreography by Ruth Jones 

2pm – 4pm Prop-Making / Hand on a Stick
and Dance Rehearsals
With professional prop-maker and dancers   
(no experience necessary) 

4.30pm – 5.15pm: Parade, combine your 
prop and dance skills in a glorious parade.

Expect lots of fun and a big sense of community. 
Learn interesting historical facts about history 
and the diverse people who have been 
celebrated by The University of Manchester over 
the past 200 years. Children welcome but must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

Henna Fusionz
With freelance artist and educator Nadia Sultana

11am – 1pm: Henna Workshop
1.30pm – 3.30pm: Henna Application

The ancient art of Henna, a natural plant 
based dye, translated from patterns, history 
and culture onto skin or canvas. Draw flowers, 
symbols and other significant visual art forms.

Throughout the day 

Weaving Threads: A peak into the 
Mesolithic-way of cordage making
Laura Thompson (Archaeology) School of Arts, 
Languages and Culture, University of Manchester. 

Step back in time into the Mesolithic period 
as you craft bracelets and key rings using a 
unique straw-like material. Experience hands-
on learning as you discover the importance 
of this cordage material, essential for crafting 
arrowheads during this fascinating historical era. 

11am – 5pm
Hop on the Heritage Bus!
Museum of Transport, Greater Manchester 
offers you the chance to hop on a heritage bus 
and find out about the history of transport 
through an archive of photographs and objects. 

Sandowonka presents

Hula Workshop and Performance
by Danielle de la Wonk

12.30pm – 1.30pm: Hula Hoop Workshop
You will be expertly taught at your own pace 
techniques of waist hooping, dance hooping 
and even some circus tricks! Have some fun 
with this gentle and mindful form of exercise. 

3.15pm – 3.30pm: Hula Performance
The original strongwoman from the golden 
age of circus returns! Bigger, better, stronger, 
be impressed by her super-human strength 
and 12 solid gold hoops!

Over 50 history and heritage organisations from 
Greater Manchester and the North West take 
over the historic Whitworth Hall. Find out about 
the organisations that celebrate, preserve, and 
explore Greater Manchester’s heritage. It will be 
a living testament to the incredible stories that 
have shaped and continue to shape the very 
essence of Greater Manchester and beyond. 

Enjoy acapella choir Golden Voices, a lively 
group of over 50s who have been together 
for many years with Choir Leader Rose 
Hodgson, sharing their common love of 
natural voice singing. Sets will include ‘Nana 
was a Suffragette’ by local singer/songwriter 
and co-founder/director of Manchester 
Community Choir Jules Gibb. 

ALL FM 96.9 will broadcast live from the 
Whitworth Hall. Listen in as they chat to 
stall holders and festival goers about all 
things history & heritage.  

Manchester Histories Festival 2024 and Universally Manchester Festival present 

CELEBRATION DAY Free Day Out!
In and around The University of Manchester, Oxford Road  •  11am - 7pm 

   This special day will feature histories and heritage stories, stalls, live music, walk-about performances, creative 
activities, films, speakers, exhibitions, family fun and more! Bring your own picnic, there will also be food on sale. 

9manchesterhistories.co.uk

For the full list of History and Heritage Marketplace stalls, visit manchesterhistories.co.uk.  A map, with the stalls plan, will be available on the day. 

Sandowonka

Museum of Transport

Many Hands Parade

https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://www.allfm.org


Sunday 9 June Sunday 9 June
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3.30pm – 4.15pm

The Old Abbey Tap House present

Pubs as centres of community 
heritage and the inspiring story 
of Len Johnson
The Old Abbey Tap House has teamed up 
with academics and local people to uncover 
the remarkable tale of Len Johnson, a boxer 
who fought against racism. This inspiring 
piece of Hulme's local history and heritage is 
shared through performance, rap, and songs 
in recognition of this extraordinary man. 

4.45pm – 5.45pm

The Nutmegs
A sensational and quirky four-piece acoustic 
folk act that covers everything from indie to 
country music. They have previously toured 
Europe with bands, including Simply Red, and 
played at festivals and events worldwide. 

6.15pm – 7pm

Galivantes
Galivantes are a seven-piece female-fronted 
‘trumpet-punk’ band from Manchester. 
Their sound is crafted by taking elements of 
ska, reggae, punk, folk, and disco and then 
infusing them with political discourse and 
social commentary. It’s like the Pixies and 
Gogol Bordello had a baby, and it was called 
the Bee Gees.

Follow Galivantes down to the Old Abbey Tap 
House Pub, Guildhall Close, Manchester M15 6SY 
for more live music and food from 7.30pm. 11am – 11.45am

Michael Wood Talk 
Acclaimed historian, broadcaster, and 
Professor of Public History at The University 
of Manchester Michael Wood (whose BBC 
film series include The Story of England, The 
Great British Story, and The Story of China) 
will explore the fascinating story of The 
University of Manchester.  

FREE: Book here bit.ly/MHF2024MichaelWood 

12.15pm – 1.30pm

Bright Club Manchester
Be entertained and enlightened by 
researchers and academics from all walks of 
life, who take centre stage to deliver hilarious 
stand-up comedy. Plus, comedy from your 
award-winning hosts, Black Liver. 

2pm – 3pm

Manchester Ballads:                          
Music Meets History 
Manchester is famously a city of invention, 
innovation and social movements- and also a 
city of music. Last year, legendary songwriter 
Steve Knightley (Show of Hands) and 
historian Michael Wood toured the UK and 
played Glastonbury with their ‘Songs of the 
People’ tour, melding music and history with 
songs of work, war and social protest.

To celebrate 200 years of The University of 
Manchester, they team up with local Reggae 
icon Glen LaTouche and acclaimed trumpeter 
Howard Brown for an hour-long show of 
songs from Peterloo and the Chartists to the 
Suffragettes and Madchester, key moments in 
the city's rich cultural and industrial heritage.  

Talks, Music, Performance & Comedy

CELEBRATION DAY

Black Liver

Michael Wood

Michael Wood and Steve Knightley

The Nutmegs Galivantes

Len Johnson
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Your hosts for the day are Ruth Cockburn & 
Keith Carter from Black Liver, as heard on BBC 
Radio 4 and seen on BBC 1 and Sky TV and 
winners of BBC Audio Drama Awards 2024.

In the Outdoor Dome Tent called ‘On the Green’ 
Alan Gilbert Square, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9NR    
(an open public square)

CELEBRATION DAY

https://manchesterhistories.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/michael-wood-talk-registration-895416764647?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://manchesterhistories.co.uk


11am – 11.30am

Drawing on History
Polyp & Robert Poole

Where does history end and fiction begin? 
The authors of the verbatim graphic novel 
PETERLOO: Witnesses to a Massacre explore 
the boundaries of accuracy in dramatic 
presentations of the past. 

12pm – 12.45pm

The Appley Bridge Meteorite:
The Space Rock that Hit Lancashire!   
Russell Parry

The fascinating tale of the Appley Bridge 
Meteorite, the second largest to strike the UK 
in 1914. Recently dramatised in a BBC radio 
play, this captivating story sheds light on an 
extraordinary event in Lancashire's history. 

1.15pm – 2pm

The Roads to Rome
Professor Catherine Fletcher,           
Historian Manchester Met

Catherine Fletcher, introduces her new book, 
The Roads to Rome: A History. Based on original 
research and brimming with life and drama, 
this is the first book to explore two thousand 
years of history through one of the greatest 
imperial networks ever built. 

2.30pm – 3.15pm

Made in Manchester -
The Story of the City that 
Shaped the Modern World
Brian Groom

Best-selling author Brian Groom shares the 
rich and vivid history of Manchester, which 
exported industry and commerce to all others 
and whose culture is celebrated globally. 
Based on his new book, this illustrated talk 
will tell the city’s story from Roman times. 

3.45pm – 4.30pm

The University of Manchester and 
Historical and Modern Slavery
Dr Natalie Zacek and                               
Professor Rosemary Broad

Dr Natalie Zacek will talk about the 
University's connections with transatlantic 
slavery, emphasising the links between its 
early founders and funders, and a textile 
industry based on slave-grown cotton from 
the American South. Prof Rosemary Broad will 
talk about her ongoing research into human 
trafficking and modern slavery. 

Sunday 9 June Sunday 9 June
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12pm – 4pm

‘Birth Day’ 
Celebrate 200 years of The University of 
Manchester with 'Birth Day,' delving into 
maternal care and early childhood medicine in 
Manchester during the 20th century. Marvel at 
the journey of medical advancement through 
artefacts from the University's Museum of 
Medicine and Health, alongside digitised 
maps from the University Library Special 
Collections, showcasing over a century 
of progress. Experience the evolution of 
pain relief, observe pill-rolling demos, and 
locate your birthplace on a map. Grasp 
the groundbreaking story of Dr Catherine 
Chisholm, the University's first female medical 
graduate and a pioneer in newborn care. 

Please note: This exhibit covers antenatal care, 
pain management during labour, and neonatal 
care experiences. 

12pm – 4pm

Humanitarian Medicine Exhibition
Step into the heart of humanitarianism and 
conflict response at The Humanitarian Archive, 
a captivating exhibition from The University 
of Manchester Library and the prestigious 
Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute. 
Including endangered private papers, archives 
of small humanitarian organisations, and 
cultural artefacts dating from the 1960s. 
Stories of those who dedicate their lives 
to global health, international disaster 
management, and peacebuilding. 

From 12pm

North West Film Archive presents

Manchester Polytechnic and 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University on Film
Will McTaggart, Access and Engagement 
Officer from North West Film Archive 
introduces Manchester Metropolitan 
Polytechnic and Manchester Met on Film.

A curated film from North West Film Archive 
featuring examples from its collection made 
by, in or about Manchester Metropolitan 
Polytechnic and Manchester Met (MMU) 
through the 20th century. The screening includes 
the Art School in 1930, student productions of 
the 1970s with a Manchester theme, royal visits, 
local TV news items and promotional films. 

Exhibitions and Film Screening Free Public Talks 

In Christie’s Bistro
Whitworth Building, University of Manchester, 
Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PL

FREE thought-provoking talks. 
To book in advance, visit:
manchesterhistories.co.uk/events

Whitworth Hall
Council Chambers, Whitworth Building, University 
of Manchester, Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PL 

Birth Day

The Humanitarian Archive

North West Film Archive

The Appley Bridge Meteorite

CELEBRATION DAY CELEBRATION DAY

http://manchesterhistories.co.uk/events


Walking and Wheelchair Accessible Tours

1.30pm – 4pm (approx)

Manchester’s                   
‘American Connections’
Historical Walking Tour

Start: Lincoln Square, Brazennose Street, 
Manchester M2 5LN
End: The University of Manchester (appx 4km)

Join Dr Andrew Fearnley and undergraduate 
students from American Studies for a tour 
of Manchester's cultural ties with America. 
Including notable Americans who visited 
from the late-18th to the mid-20th centuries, 
Benjamin Franklin, Malcolm X, and more. 
Discover Manchester's role in transatlantic 
trade, political discourse, and cultural 
exchange through these encounters. 

11am and 1.15pm

John Piprani: Historic Footprints
Short Walk (appx 1 hour)

Start: ‘Bloom’ Tent Alan Gilbert Square, Oxford 
Road, Manchester M13 9NR  
End: Big Hands, Oxford Road

Join Dr Tereza Ward, discover a demolished 
synagogue beneath Contact Theatre car park, 
and hear visitors' voice recordings from the 
1960s. Reminisce with Miriam Lorkins about 
a former corner shop on Dilworth Street in 
the 1970s. Finish nearby at Big Hands bar, and 
hear how it was built on the old synagogue's 
footprint, with refreshments available.  

Sunday 9 June Sunday 9 June
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11.30am – 12.30pm

Manchester’s History of 
Humanitarianism
In conversation with
Prof Tony Redmond OBE

Professor Bertrand Taithe from the 
Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute 
at The University of Manchester will delve 
into Manchester’s history of humanitarianism 
alongside one of its pivotal figures, Professor 
Tony Redmond. Prof Redmond founded UK-
Med, a frontline humanitarian medical NGO 
established in 1988 by the South Manchester 
Accident Rescue Team. His recent donation to 
the Humanitarian Archive at the John Rylands 
University Library, inaugurated by Prof Taithe in 
2021, adds to the significant materials. They will 
explore Manchester's humanitarian legacy and 
their roles in preserving and narrating its stories. 

1pm – 2pm

Migration Stories
Muslim Arts Festival

Part of the Muslim Women’s Arts Festival and 
MACFEST Muslim Arts and Culture Festival. 
Join a conversation with Karen Shannon, CEO 
of Manchester Histories and three migrant 
women: Dudiya Zilic from Bosnia, a refugee 
who fled the Bosnian war; Nilofer Siddiqi from 
India, who arrived with a relative for health 
care reasons, and Nafeesa Madani from Libya, 
who arrived as a child with her family. 

2.30pm – 3.30pm

Champs Camp
Prof Hannah Barker

A discussion of the history and legacy of 
Phil Martin and Champs Camp with some 
of the men who knew him best. Martin broke 
the mould of UK boxing with his training 
programmes and stubbornly battling racism 
and London domination in the sport. Steve 
Bunce, journalist, sports pundit and boxing 
historian, writes, ‘Phil Martin was the first major 
black promoter. Fighter, trainer, manager and 
promoter. Nobody like him since and nobody 
before him’. 

4pm—6pm

A Forgotten Wartime Tragedy:
80 Years after the 1943 Bengal Famine
Panel: Anindita Ghosh, Joy Banerjee, Diya 
Gupta, Joseph Manock, Sujatro Ghosh and 
Apu Chowdhury

Join us as we remember the tragic Bengal 
Famine of 1943, a man-made catastrophe 
that claimed the lives of millions in the Indian 
subcontinent. Often overlooked in Western 
discourse, this 'forgotten Holocaust' is now 
gaining recognition as historians uncover 
Britain's role in exacerbating the crisis through 
military interventions. With estimates of 4-5 
million lives lost, the impact was devastating. 

The session features a documentary film, a 
Q&A session, and an invitation for you to share 
your memories of 1943.  

The Theatre Lounge
Student Unions Building,     
Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PR

Panel Conversations FREE: Captivating conversations hosted by 
Simon Parry, Director of Social Responsibility and 
Internationalisations, The University of Manchester.

Book in advance: manchesterhistories.co.uk/events 16rpm present

The Carpeters
A trio of performers with rolled red carpets make 
their way through the streets, down crowded 
paths, over obstacles, rolling and unrolling 
carpets, end to end making a journey, going 
nowhere having come from nowhere. You are 
invited to walk, roll, stroll, strut, cartwheel, skate, 
crawl, or flip along the red carpet to the cheers 
of the crowd. After all, we are all stars, aren’t we? 

Tea Club
Co-devised by Ruth Jones and Clare Fildes, 
performed by Leila Chebbi and Joanna Freeman 

Strolling dance theatre, celebrating Britain’s 
passion for tea and all things vintage. Trixie and 
Tilly are two eccentric tea ladies, who serve 
their fine leaf drink from their special musical 
trolley-dancing to their favourite Gramophone 
records, they swirl and stir along their way. 

Walk-About Performances throughout the day

Dudiya Zilic

The Carpeters Tea Club

CELEBRATION DAY CELEBRATION DAY

Champs Camp
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Information correct at time of printing.
Apologies for any errors or omissions.  

Please support multi award-winning Manchester Histories  
Support Manchester Histories to shape the future by exploring the past. 
Your donations really help to sustain our fabulous festivals and enable 
communities across Greater Manchester to access projects for FREE. 
Full details at: manchesterhistories.co.uk/donate 

Photographs and videos will be taken in 
public spaces throughout the festival. 
If you do not want your face included, 
please let a TEAM member know.  

Access Requirements Contact 
info@manchesterhistories.co.uk 
Or call 0161 306 1982 

Alan Gilbert Square 
(Outdoor Tents: Bloom & On the Green)
Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9NR

Council Chambers, Christie’s Bistro
and Whitworth Hall
Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PL 

HOME 
2 Tony Wilson Place, Manchester M15

Manchester Art Gallery
Mosley Street, Manchester, M2 3JL

Manchester Central Library 
St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD

School of Digital Arts (SODA)
14 Higher Chatham St, Manchester M15 6ED

Student Union Theatre Lounge
Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PR

Whitworth Art Gallery 
Oxford Road, Manchester M15 6ER

Thank you to everyone who has made Manchester Histories Festival 2024 possible including:

Book FREE tickets
and event details
Scan QR Code

manchesterhistories.co.uk
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